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(land) which they held made it easier to borrow. (Italics mine—
S.J.P.).
The same Commission noted that whereas in 1876 only one-
third of cultivators in Bombay Province were reported to be in
debt, in 1900 four-fifths were in debt.23 No data on agricultural
indebtedness are available for the nineteenth century ; but accord-
ing to the various estimates, total rural debt in British India in-
creased from Rs. 300 crores in 1911 to Rs. 1,800 crores in 1938,
that is six times.24 These are staggering figures.
Indebtedness means almost certain transfer of land. The Deccan
Riots Commission of 1876 noted that "the instances of redemption
of mortgage are almost unknown ; a mortgage is equivalent to
a transfer of the ryot's title."25 In his evidence to the Indian Famine
Commission of 1901, the Chief Secretary of the Bombay Govern-
ment stated that twenty-eight per cent of the land in the Broach
district had passed into the hands of the money lenders ; on the
basis of additional evidence, the Famine Commission concluded
that at least one-fourth of the cultivators of Bombay Province had
lost possession of their lands.26
In his letter of February 3, 1893, Mr. A. Rogers, a member
of the L C. S. and of the Bombay Legislative Council from 1872
to 1877, disclosed that within ten years from 1879-80 to 1889-90
nearly two million acres of land held by more than eight hundred
thousand cultivators as well as property worth Rupees three million
were sold in auction by the government for the collection of land
revenue.27 The Reports of the Bombay Land Revenue Adminis-
tration for the years 1926-27 and 1936-37 also showed that between
these years five million acres or more than one-fifth of the land
held by cultivators passed into the hands of the money lenders
and the number of owner cultivators declined by nine per
cent.28
These are but some examples of available data on dispossession
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